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T  O 

The  Right  FI  ONOURABLF, 

Sir  FRANCIS  CHILD  KiT 
LORD  MAYOR, 

And  the  Worfhipful  the  Governors 
of  the  feveral  Hospitals  of  the 
CITY  of  LONDON. 

Gentlemen , 

AS  Your  Authority  engaged 

the  Publication  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Difcourfe,  give  me 
Leave  to  make  an  Offering  of  it 
to  You,  as  the  Firfl  Fruits  of  my 
Labours,  and  as  an  Acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  that  Duty,  which  would 
have  chofe  to  exprefs  itfelf  in  the 
more  fafe  and  fecret  Services  of 
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Privacy  and  Retirement,  but  that 
Your  Commands  called  it  forth 
young  and  unequal  to  the  open  and 
hazardous  Trial  and  judgment  of 
the  World, 

I  fhould  never  have  prefumed  to 
adventure  any  of  my  weak  Perfor¬ 
mances  to  fo  fevere  a  Ted,  but  in 
Compliance  with  Your  repeated  In¬ 
dances,  and  in  Confidence  of  Y our 
Patronage ;  if  fuch  my  Compli¬ 
ance  fhould  (as  I  fear  by  many  it 
will)  be  deemed  a  Prefumption, 
and  my  Obedience  to  Your  Injunc¬ 
tions  looked  upon  as  the  Effed  of 
my  Vanity ;  yet  I  hope  that  Y our 
Authority  will  be  my  Excufe,  and 
that  the  fame  Power  which  endan¬ 
gers,  will  defend  me. 

If  I  am  too  bold  in  this  Expedi¬ 
tion,  permit  me  to  remind  You, 
Gentlemen,  that  this  my  early  At¬ 
tempt  is  a  Nurd  ling  of  Your  own 

Adoption : 
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Adoption  :  And  as  it  is  Your  Pro¬ 
vince  and  Glory  to  fofter  the  Poor 
and  cloathe  the  Naked ;  I  hope  You 
will  not  let  this  Offspring  of  Your 
own  Encouragement  (Poor,  I  fear, 
and  Naked  of  itfelf)  pafs  undid  in- 
guifhed  by  Your  Companion.  But 
as  it  was  brought  up  for  the  Service 
of  thofe  Charities,  which  flourifh 
under  Your  Management,  that  it 
may  in  fome  refped  fhare  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  of  Them,  from  Your  Pro¬ 
tection. 

/  amy 
Gentlement 

With  the  higheji  RefpeB 
Tour  moji  obedient , 
mofi  humble ,  and 

mofl  devoted  Servant , 

Michael  Ferrebee, 
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i  Sc  Peter,  Chap.  iii.  Ver.  8. 

Finally,  he  ye  all  of  one  Mind,  having 
Compajfton  one  of  another  ;  Love  as 
Brethren  ;  he  Pitiful. 


ST  Peter  ftrongly  apprehending  the  great  Dan** 
gers,  which ,  unlefs  timely  obviated ,  muft 
unavoidably  enliie  to  the  Church  of  Chrijl , 
from  the  many  Diftra&ions  and  Animofities  fprung 
up  among  her  Members  then  difperfed  abroad ;  that 
they  naturally  tended  to  flacken  their  Duty  of  giving 
Glory  to  God  on  high ,  and  to  make  of  none  Effedfc 
the  great  Aim  and  Intention  of  an  Evangelical  In- 
ftitution,  the  Eftablifhment  of  Peace  upon  Earth,  and 
Good-Will  towards  Men  5  after  having  laid  down  foma 
Rules  in  the  foregoing  Verfes  of  this  Chapter,  for 
the  juft  Difcharge  of  the  Relative  Duties  incumbent 
upon  married  Chriftians ;  takes  an  occafion,  from  the 
Unanimity  of  Temper  neceflary  to  be  preferved  in 
the  Conjugal  State,  to  recommend  a  Similitude  of 
Affection  and  Love  to  the  whole  Body  and  Com¬ 
munion  of  Chrijl’s  Church,  in  the  Words  before  us. 
Finally,  fays  the  Apoftle,  to  3  the  End  of 

B  all  1 
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all;  the  main  Scope  and  Delign  of  my  Advice  and 
Inflru&ion,  is,  to  exhort  you  to  a  general  Unity  of 
Mind  and  AtfeCtion  towards  one  another;  without 
which,  all  my  other  Directions,  relating  to  the  more 
private  and  particular  Guidance  of  your  Behaviour 
and  Convention,  of  your  Tenderneis  and  Compaf 
fion  towards  them  you  are  more  nearly  concerned 
with,  will  be  but  ot  foiall  Advantage :  Your  Dif 
pofition  is  not  to  be  circumlcribed  within  the  nar¬ 
row  Boundaries  of  your  own  Family,  enclofed  with¬ 
in  your  own  Walls ;  but  exteniive  to  all  Chrijlians 
whomloever ;  productive  of  good  Works,  in  com- 
paffionating  the  Miferies  of  your  Fellow-Labourers 
in  Chrijl ;  in  tenderly  fympathizing  with  them  in 
their  Afflictions,  and  in  readily  adminiltring  to  their 
Neceffities :  Finally,  be  ye  all  of  one  Mind,  having 
Comp  a  (lion  one  of  another ;  hove  as  Brethren ;  be 
Pitiful , 

'  As  thefe  Words,  if  duly  attended  to,  will  give 
us  a  complete  -  Rule  of  true  Chrijlian  Charity,  I  {hall 

endeavour  from  them, 

r"  *  ,  „ 

Fir/?,  To  mark  out  the  (even'll  Branches  of  this  our 
Duty,  in  refpedt  to  our  general  Behaviour  towards  one 
another :  And, 

M-  ar  *  y  ■  *  ^  '  •  ,  r  — 

Secondly ,  To  (perk  to  the  blefled  Occafion  of 
our  Aflembling  here  this  Day  j  and  to  enforce  that 
;  more 
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more  particular  Branch  of  it,  which  thefe  prefent  truly 
great  and  illuftrious  Inftances  of  Beneficence  recom¬ 
mend  and  infpire. 

■  ‘  *  w  ■  -  -  ii  *  '  .‘i  i  -  3  ’}ViO  ■  i\r. :  ;  I,''’ 

Firft  then,  Be  ye  all  of  one  Mind,  -  ' 

Though  by  the  Word  Mind  is  generally  under  flood 
that  Apprehenfive  Faculty  we  are  endued  with,  by 
which  each  Man  forms  his  particular  Opinion  or  Judg¬ 
ment  of  Things  ;  yet  it  fometimes  includes  both  tha 
inward  Difpofition  of  the  Will  and  Affedions;  and 
likewife  the  Manifeflation  of  that  Dilpofition  in  our 
outward  Actions  and  Deportment.  And  in  this 
Latitude  of  Signification  muffc  the  Word  Mind  in 

<D 

my  Text  be  underflood ;  which  does  not  fimply  im¬ 
ply  a  barren  ineffective  Opinion  or  Judgment j  but 
takes  in  that  adive  Principle  and  Affection  of  the  Soul, 
which  engages  us  in  the  Work  and  Labour  of  Love, 
and  difplays  itfelf  in  the  ready  Offices  of  Tendernefs 
and  Compaffion.  Be  ye  all  of  one  Mind,  fays  the 
Apoflle,  having  Compaffion  one  of  another ;  Love  as 
Brethren. 

And  this  Import  of  the  Word  frequently  occurrs 
to  us  in  Sc  Paul's  Epiflles ;  to  fupport  which,  I 
fhall,  from  among  many  others,  mention  but  one 
Place  in  his  Epiflle  to  the  Romans ,  Chap.  xii.  parallel 
to  my  Text ;  where  the  Apoflle,  after  fundry  Exhorta¬ 
tions  to  the  Pradice  of  many  Chriftian  Vertues,  a- 
■  <  ■-*  B  2  mong 
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mong  which  are  thofe  of  dijfributing  to  the  Neceffities  of 
the  Saints,  of  being  given  to  Hofpitality ,  of  rejoicing 
with  them  that  rejoice,  and  weeping  with  them  that 
weep ;  fubjoins  this  comprehenfive  Diredtion,  <ver.  1 6. 
Be,  {ays  he,  of  the  fame  Mind  one  towards  another ; 
that  is,  be  all  of  ye  mutually  willing  and  ready  to 
adminifter  Mercy,  Loving- Kindnels,  and  A  Alliance  to 
each  other. 

It  is  indeed  heartily  to  be  wiflied,  that,  in  points 
of  Religion  and  Truth,  our  Opinions  were  as  Uniform, 
as  in  regard  to  Charity  and  Benevolence  our  Affedtions 
{hould  be  Unanimous;  that,  according  to  our  Prayers 
in  the  Church,  -AH  who  profefs  and  call  themfelves 
Chrijlians,  would  bold  the  Faith  in  the  Unity  of  the 
Spirit,  and  the  Bond  of  Peace ;  that  all  who  do  confefs 
God’s  holy  Name,  would  agree  in  the  Truth  of  his  mojl 
holy  Word ;  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  would 
fo  alien  t  with  each  other,  that  Ihe  might  be  built  as 
a  City ,  which  is  at  Unity  in  itfelfl  But  lince  it 
needs  mull  that  Offences  will  come ;  lince  Prejudice  and 
Obftinacy,  Ignorance  and  Infidelity,  Superftition 
and  Atheifm  are  continually  lowing  the  Tares  of 
Dilfenfion  among!!  us ;  yet,  though  our  own  Un- 
derftandings  are  not  alike,  and  conlequently  our  Judg¬ 
ments  not  uniform,  we  are  not  to  widen  the  Breach 
of  our  Opinion,  by  breaking  down  the  Cement  ol 
our  Affection  :  We  are  not  to  hate,  whom  we  can¬ 
not  approve  of ;  nor  injurioully  perlecute,  whom  we 

cannot 
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cannot  perfuade  :  Though  we  cannot  command  our 
Tudgments,  our  Inclinations  we  may;  huge  Hu¬ 
manity  is  from  our  Will,  though  our  Underftand- 
iag  is  not.  And,  as  Chriftianity  forbids  us  to  call 
down  Flames  of  Vengeance  to  confume ;  fo  does  it 
command  us  to  kindle  and  cherilfi  a  purer  Fire  of  Love 
to  embrace,  whom  we  cannot  convert.  Though 
perhaps  we  dident  from,  yet  muff  we  not  be  at 
Difcord  with,  our  Brethren.  Difference  of  Opinion 
is  no  reafon  lor  the  Deftrudtion  of  F riendfhip ; 
and  we  may  all  of  us  be  of  one  Mind,  in  this 
point,  to  be  all  of  one  Heart,  though  not  all  of 
one  Opinion  ;  conforming  ourfelves  to  the  Example 
of  thole  Primitive  Chriffcians  we  read  of,  /Tils  iv. 
j  2.  And  the  Multitude  of  them  that  believed  were 
of  one  Heart ,  and  one  Soul :  The  Effect  of  which 
Unanimity  was  luch  a  difintcrcffed  Benevolence , 
that  not  any  of  them  faid,  that  ought  of  the  things 
which  he  pojfeffed  was  his  own}  but  they  had  all  things 
in  common. 

When  the  Soul  is  tokened  with  fuch  humane 
Dilpofitions ;  when  Brotherly  Love,  that  Love  of 
our  Neighbour  lo  ftrongly  recommended  in  Holy 
Scripture,  is  thus  impreffed  upon  our  Minds;  it 
will  naturally  flow  out  into  the  mild,  the  meek, 
the  friendly  Offices  of  a  truly  Chriftian  Converfa- 
tion.  We  then  bear  ourfelves  gentle  to  all  Men, 

and  patient.  The  Errors  and  Mifcarriages  of  owe 

Neigh- 
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Neighbour,  we  then  would  willingly  over-look,  but 
can  readily  forgive :  Their  Faults  draw  our  Pity, 
hefpeak  our  Advice,  but  that  without  the  Severity 
of  Reprehenfion,  or  the  ill-natured  Pleafure  which 
Malice  reaps  from  the  Misfortune  of  others :  Envy 
haunts  not  the  Affluence  of  the  Rich;  nor  does 
Contempt  infill t  the  Necefflties  of  the  Needy ;  the 
Wealthy  forget  their  fcornful  Reproof,  and  the  Proud 
their  Defpitendnefs.  It  is  this  general  Difpofition  of 
Good-Will  and  Humanity,  which  makes  us  forgiv¬ 
ing  and  forbearing  ;  eafy  to  ourfelves,  and  accept¬ 
able  to  others.  We  then  cajl  off  the  Works  of  the 
Elefh,  'which  are  Hatred,  Variance,  Emulations,  Wrath, 
Strife,  Seditions,  Enmyings ;  and  bring  forth  the  Emits 
of  the  Spirit  in  Love,  Joy,  Peace,  Long- fuff ering, 
Gentlenefs,  Goodnefs,  Meeknefs.  Hence  we  learn  to 
think  foberly  and  modeftly  of  ourfelves ;  but  cordi¬ 
ally  and  reverently  of  our  Fellow-Brethren.  We 
turn  our  Eyes  within  our  own  Boforns,  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  being  over-curious  and  prying  into  our 
Neighbours ;  arefharp-fighted  to  our  own  Failings, 
but  cautioufly  hood  winked  to  his :  For  as  we  are 
not  willing  to  receive  any  from,  fo  are  we  careful 
to  co rredl  what  may  give  any  to  Him.  Nay,  our 
very  Faults  in  feme  meafure  render  us  mutually 
more  affe&ionatc  to  one  another,  when  a  juft  Senfe 
of  them  makes  us  more  humble ;  for  Mankind  will 
naturally  embrace  with'  greater  Tendernefs  fuch,  who 
are  humbled  under  a  due  Confcioufnefs  of  their 
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own  Milcarriages,  than  thole,  who,  exempt  from 
common  Failures,  fhnd  not  lo  much  in  need  of 
their  Companion. 

From  being  thus  all  of  one  Mind  in  Affection, 
we  naturally  endeavour  to  baniih  all  rafli  and  male¬ 
volent  Sulpicions ;  ill-natured  and  cenforious  Judg¬ 
ment  ;  contemptuous  and  calumniating  Expreilion  : 
We  choole  rather  to  be  deceived  into  a  Good, 
though  Falle,  Opinion  of  others-,  than  entertain  a 
Hard,  though  True,  one  again  ft  them:  We  are  for 
letting  their  Vertues  in  the  brighteft  Luftre  and 
Meridian  Light ;  while  we  ftudiouily  call  a  Veil  over 
their  Faults,  and  in  the  room  of  our  own,  call  theirs 
behind  us :  We  receive  the  good  Report  of  their 
Excellencies  with  higher  Satisfaction,  than  that  of 
our  own ;  as  fuch  Satisfaction  favours  not  of  Self- 
Admiration  and  Vanity  5  and  are  unwilling  to  en¬ 
courage  any  injurious  Cenlure  or  Reproach  of  them, 
as  judging  ourlelves  much  more  liable  to  the  lame 

Reflections. 

« 

Neither  does  our  Good-Will  and  Offices  flop  here, 
but  are  extended  to  thole  from  whom  we  can  ex¬ 
pect  no  Return,  and  to  our  very  Enemies  them- 
lelves  ;  as  their  Good,  and  not  our  Intereft,  is 
our  chiefeft  Regard.  Not  that  we  by  any  means 
lo(e  our  Reward  fince  by  fuch  our  winning  De¬ 
portment  and  fofc  Remonftrances,  we  affi.iage  their 

Malice, 
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Malice ,  difarm  their  Refentment,  turn  away  their 
Wrath,  and  heap  Coals  of  Fire  upon  their  Heads, 
to  melt  down  and  purify  the  Droffinefs  of  their 
Mind,  and,  as  it  were,  to  new-mould  them  into 
Love  and  Reconciliation.  The  Wolf  Jhall  dwell  with 
the  Lamb ,  the  Leopard  Jhall  lie  down  with  the  Kidt 
the  young  Lion  and  the  Fatling  together ;  and  a  little 
Child  Jhall  lead  them ;  Ifaiahxi.  6. 

Thus  it  is  that  we  may  fulfil  the  Apoftle’s  Di- 
redion  laid  down  in  the  Text,  of  being  All  of  one 
Mind  in  Chriftian  Charity  and  Affedion,  though 
not  of  the  fame  Opinion  and  Judgment,  if  we  will 
but  endeavour  after  it  j  and  iurely  it  is  our  higheffc 
Duty  lo  to  do,  if  we  confider  in  the 

Firft  place,  that  by  our  very  Appellation  of  Chrijlians , 
we  are  incorporated  into  the  Myftical  Body  of  Chrijl: 
That  we  are  one  Body  in  him,  and  every  one  of  us 
Members  of  one  another.  Hence  how  prejudicial 
muft  it  be,  (as  St  Paul  elegantly  and  judicioufly  lets 
forth,  i  Cor.  xii.  by  an  Analogy  to  the  Natural 
Body)  how  prejudicial  muft  it  be,  I  fay ,  to  the 
whole  Frame,  for  one  Member  to  aggrieve  the  other  ? 
how  unnatural,  not  to  contribute  our  Affiftance  ? 
and  how  greatly  injurious  and  affronting  to  the 
Head,  which  cemented  us  together,  who  is  Chrift  ? 
The  very  meaneft  Member  in  this  Myfteiious  Cor¬ 
poration,  as  in  the  Natural,  has  its  diftind  Ule  and 
v  Office, 
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Office,  and  fharcs  the  fame  Advantage  with  the  mo  ft 
Honourable-,  neither  can  the  moft  Honourable  fay 
unto  it,  I  have  no  Need  of  thee ;  or,  I  am  better 
than  thou.  If  the  fmalleft  Member  of  our  Body 
{marts,  the  Whole  fympathizes  in  its  Pain:  So  is 
it,  or  at  leaft  fo  iliould  it  be,-'  with  the  Body  of  the 
Church  of  Chriji.  The  Beft,  the  Greateft  of  us 
fhould  compaflionately  feel,  and  then  we  iliouid 
quickly  relieve  the  Mileries  and  Afflidfions  of  the 
Meaneft  :  The  moft  diftrefted  Members  of  our  Com¬ 
munion  fhould  be  the  moft  engaging  Objedls  of 
our  Concern  ;  as  we  apply  our  chiefeft  Care  to 
the  moft  afflicted  Part  of  our  Body.  They  are 
made  low,  that  they  might  befpeak,  and  we  exer- 
cife,  our  Compaflion ;  how  unreafonable  then  is  it 
in  us,  not  to  beftow  it,  merely  becaufe  they  are  fo  ? 
It  is  a  kind  of  wilfully  fruftrating  the  Defigns  and 
Providence  of  God,  and  of  rejecting  his  Counfel  againjl 
our  [elves  ;  by  inhumanly  negledting  the  very  Oppor¬ 
tunities  he  vouchfafes  to  us  of  engaging  his  Fa¬ 
vour. 

Neither  is  the  Diftance  fee  between  us  and  them 
fo  great ;  no  fitch  Gulph  fixed,  that  we  cannot  pafis  to 
them,  nor  they  to  us.  For 

Secondly,  However  fondly  we  may  think  of  our- 
felves ;  however  high  we  may  bear  our  Heads ;  yet 
are  they,  as  contemptible  as  they  may  feem,  our 

C  very 
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very  Fellow  Brethren  ;  and  I  believe,  that  none  of 
us  will  think  it  our  Inceretl  to  difown  our  Rela¬ 
tion  at  the  Expence  ox  Eternity.  We  are  all  de- 
fcended  from  the  fame  Father,  all  new  begot,  born 
and  baptized  again  in  him,  in  the  fame  Laver  of 
Regeneration.  No  Difference  at  the  Font  of  our  new 
Birth  •,  no  Diftin&ion  in  our  Adoption ;  but  High 
and  Low,  Rich  and  Poor ,  one  'with  another,  cry  out 
with  one  Voice  and  one  Hope,  Abba,  Father.  For 
we  have  one  Lord,  one  Faith,  one  Baptifn,  one  God 
and  Father  of  us  All,  who  is  above  All,  and  through 
All,  and  in  us  All :  Wherefore  with  all  LowUnefs, 
and  Meeknefs,  with  Long-Jujfering,  forbearing  one  another 
in  Love,  let  us  endeavour  to  keep  the  Unity  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  Bond  of  Peace  till  we  all  come  in  the  Unity 
of  the  Faith,  and  of  the  Knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God, 
unto  a  perfeB  Man,  unto  the  Meafure  of  the  Stature 
of  the  Fulnefs  of  Chrijl :  From  whom  the  whole  Body 
fitly  joined  together,  and  compaBed  by  that  which  every 
Joint  fupplieth,  according  to  the  effeBual  W orking  in 
the  Meafure  of  every  Part,  maketh  Increafe  of  the 
Body ,  unto  the  edifying  of  itfelf  in  Love,  Eph.  iv. 

» 

When  we  are  rightly  grounded  in  thefe  extenfive 
and  well-laid  Fundamentals  of  Chriftian  Charity,  in 
being  all  of  one  Mind,  in  an  univerfal  Difpofition  and. 
Affe&ion  of  Humanity  to  all  Mankind ;  our  Love, 
Pity  and.  Compaflion  to  our  necefl'itous  Brethren 
will  flioot  themfelves  out  into  the  open  Difperfions 

1  .  '  and. 


L  uH 

and  Enlargements  of  Munificence,  as  the  Fruit  na¬ 
turally  ripening  from  fo  rich  a  Tree ;  as  with  Glad- 
nefs  of  Heart  we  may  this  Day  behold  :  This  Day 
which  the  Lord  hath  made ,  we  will  rejoice  and  he  glad 
in  it.  Which  brings  me  to  the  Second  Thing  I 
propofed ;  namely. 


To  fpeak  to  the  blefled  Occafion  of  our  Aflem- 
bling  here  this  Day  ;  and  to  enforce  the  more  par¬ 
ticular  Duty,  which  thefe  prefent  truly  great  and 
illuftrious  Inftances  of  Beneficence  recommend  and 
infpire. 


And  here,  as  in  a  Profped  unbounded,  and  en¬ 
riched  with  all  the  Gifts  of  Nature,  the  Eye  knows 
not  where  to  fix  her  Delight  on  any  fingle  Beauty, 
but  with  pleafing  Amazement  travels  over  the  Whole; 
in  like  manner  the  Mind,  in  this  vaft  Survey  of 
Benefadion,  contents  not  herfelf  with  the  partial  Re¬ 
flection  on  any  particular  Branch  of  it,  (chough  in 
itfelf  eminently  great)  but  glow's  with  inward  Rap¬ 
ture  at  the  full  Contemplation  of  fuch  complicated 
Bounty.  Humanity  kindles  at  the  Thought,  that 
it  fhould  be  ennobled  with  fuch  Tendernefs,  privileged 
with  fuch  Inclinations,  as  to  engage  and  enable  it 
to  ad  in  Conjundion  with  its  Almighty  Creator, 
and,  as  it  were,  confirm  (with  the  higheft  Reverence 
I  (peak  the  Word)  his  Creation,  by  the  Means 
vouchfafed  to  it  of  conveying  Prefervation.  .  Scupid 
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and  infenfible  muft  be  that  Soul,  eftrangcd  from 
Goodnefs,  alien  from  Nature,  which,  though  per¬ 
haps  removed  from  the  immediate  Influences,  yec 
partakes  not  in  fome  meafure,  which  rejoices  not 
with  them  'who  rejoice  at  the  refreihing  Showers  of 
thefe  Charities.  Charities,  which  confine  not  them- 
felves,  as  If.ain  dropping  into  a  Gideon  s  Fleece,  but, 
like  the  Dew  of  the  Morning,  water  the  whole 
Face  of  the  Earth.  Efere  Eove  is  mode  perjecly  fiom 
which  Mifery  finds  a  Patron,  and  Poverty  a  Friend ; 
the  Profligate  his  Amendment,  and  the  Lunatick 
his  Self:  A  Love!  which  diiclofes  its  Courts,  like 
thole  of  Heaven,  to  the  Deftitute,  the  Lazar,  the  Afl- 
flided:  And  whole  Attention  to  the  Eleyfon  of  Di- 
flrels  is  recompenfed  •with  the  Voice  of  Praife  and 
Thanh  [giving.  A  Love !  which  opens  its  Schools  to 
the  Ignorant,  its  Holpitals  to  the  Sick,  its  Xreafures 
to  the  Indigent,  its  Tables  to  the  Hungry,  and  its 
Difcipline,  "not  the  Ieaft  of  its  merciful  and  whol- 
fome  Inftitutions,  to  the  Vagrant  :  Which  not  only 
extends  itfelf  to  the  Neceflities  and  Infirmities  of  the 
Body  5  but  even  correds  the  Depravities  of  the  Will, 
and  reduces  the  fad  and  dilmal  Tumults  and  Out¬ 
rages  of  the  Underftanding,  by  reinftating  upon  the 
Mind  that  Ray  of  Divinity,  which  too  often  is  di- 
fturbed  and  over-clouded  by  the  black  and  gloomy 
Accidents  of  Life.  A  Love !  which,  as  it  is  the 
Godlike  Off-fpring  of  that  eternal  Wildom,  celebra¬ 
ted  by  Solomon ,  ads  in  a  devout  and  religious  Con- 


C  15  ] 

formity  and  Relemblance  to  her  Parent :  She  hath 
builded  her  Houfes ;  Jhe  hath  hewed  out  her  Pillars , 
fie  hath  killed  her  Beafls ;  fie  hath  mingled  her  Wine ; 
fie  hath  alfo  furnified  her  Table ;  fie  hath  fent  forth 
her  Maidens  j  fie  crieth  upon  the  highejl  Places  of  the 
City,  Whofo  is  Jimple,  let  him  turn  in  hither ;  as  for 
him  that  wanteth  Underjlanding,  fie  faith  to  him.  Come, 
eat  of  my  Bread  and  drink  of  the  Wine  which  I  have 
mingled:  Forfake  the  Foolijh  and  live,  and  go  in  the 
Way  of  Underjlanding  :  And  by  thus  ilridly  obeying 
the  Commands  and  Injunctions  of  infinite  and  eter¬ 
nal  Love,  her  Lord  and  Mailer,  Cbrifl,  in  calling  to 
her  Feafts  the  Poor,  the  Maimed,  the  Halt,  and  the 
Blind,  fliall  fhe  inherit  the  Bleffing  promifed  to  fuch 
difintereiled  Goodnefs,  and  be  recompenfed  at  the  Re- 
furreSlion  of  the  Juft, 

Truly  great  was  that  Bounty,  (an  Ad  never  to 
be  fufficiently  commemorated  in  this  Place)  which 
firft  gave  Life  and  Spirit  to  thefe  Undertakings. 
It  has  been  known,  that  Princes,  to  make  fome 
Atonement  for  a  pad  Life,  too  deeply  perhaps  im- 
merfed  in  Vanity  and  Pleafure,  Luxury  and  Ambition, 
have,  in  the  Evening  of  their  Glory,  at  their  quitting 
the  Stage  of  Royalty  and  Power,  with  an  Heart 
then  open,  largely  bequeathed  to  the  Relief  the  Ne- 
ceflitous,  and  the  Services  of  God.  And  if  fuch 
Benefadions,  the  late  forced  Teitimonies  of  aredified 
Mind,  and  an  awakened  Confcience,  delerve  (as  moil 
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undoubtedly  they  do)  the  Gratitude  and  Eulogia  of 
Mankind ;  how  much  more  are  we  indebted  to  thefe 
early  voluntary  Endowments  of  our  truly  Pious  and 
Royal  Founder  ?  With  what  Superior  Luftre  do  they 
appear  ?  What  more  exalted  Praifcs  muff  he  deferve  ? 
A  Prince,  who  even  in  the  Infancy  of  his  Years,  may, 
from  this  his  extenfive  Affection  and  Benevolence  to 
it,  be  ever  juffcly  fly  led  the  Father  of  his  Country,  the 
Defender  of  his  Faith ;  for  we  are  allured  by  the  Son 
of  Sirach,  that  the  Arms  which  he  ufed,  namely, 
putting  up  Alms  in  his  Store-houfes,  and  laying  up  his 
Trea  fares  according  to  the  Commandment  of  the  mod  High , 
are  better  than  a  mighty  Shield,  or  a  Jlrong  Spear.  A 
Prince,  who  at  the  Head  of  the  Pomps  and  Vanities 
of  a  Court,  that  dangerous  Whirl-pool  of  Temp¬ 
tation,  could  even  in  his  Youth,  (an  Age  greedy  of 
Pleaiure,  and  open  to  Allurement)  withdraw  himfelf 
from  fach  gaudy  Infatuations,  and  direcft  his  Majefty 
to  the  Support  of  the  Miferable,  and  bow  down  his 
Power  to  the  Safeguard  of  the  Depreffed  ;  erecting 
Monuments  of  his  Mercy  for  the  Poor  and  the  De- 
ftitute,  almoft  equal  in  their  Magnificence,  but  far 
fuperiour  in  their  Entertainments,  to  the  Palaces  of 
Princes ;  ellablifhing  to  himfelf  Courts,  which  even 
yet  attend  upon  him,  and  at  this  Hour  declare  his 
Glory,  far  beyond  all  the  tinfel  Appearance  of  world¬ 
ly  Grandeur,  or  the  proud  and  pompous  Retinue  of 
the  higheft  born  of  the  Sons  of  Men  ;  where  Flat¬ 
tery  finds  no  Encouragement,  nor  Diflimulation 

Ad- 
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Advantage  ;  where  Immorality  is  dilcountenanccd, 
Vertue  fupported,  Religion  propagated ;  for  hither 
the  Tribes  come  up  to  give  ‘Thanhs  unto  the  Name  of 
the  Lord ;  whole  Chambers  are  Plenteoufnefs ,  whole 
TV ills  are  Peace,  and  are  conlcious  of  no  other  Joys, 
than  thole  truly  rational  and  heavenly  Entertain¬ 
ments  of  Praile  and  Thanklgivinsj,  Adoration  and 

o  tv 

Love,  in  making  the  Lame  Man  to  leap  as  the  Hart, 
and  them  who  dwell  in  the  Dujl  to  Jing. 

It  is  the  diftinguifhing  Prerogative  of  Kings  to  be 
accounted  of  as  the  Vicegerents  of  the  Almighty,  that 
King  of  Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords ;  and  as  it  is  in 
Conlequence  their  Duty,  lo  is  it  their  higheft  Glory  to 
ad  in  Conformity  to  their  Divine  Original,  and 
behave  as  the  proper  Subftitutes  of  omnipotent  Per¬ 
fection,  in  difplaying  ACts  of  Mercy  and  Juftice. 
And  Purely,  if  ever  Prince  delerved  that  Character  j 
if  ever  thole  ennobling  Qualities  of  Human  Na¬ 
ture  eminently  fhone  forth  in  any  Perlon  -y  they 
mult  be  acknowledged  to  have  united  in  that  gra¬ 
cious  Monarch  we  now  commemorate,  who  hath 
made  Mercy  and  Judgment  to  kils  each  other  5  lup- 
porting  with  one  Hand  the  Indigent  and  Needy, 
correcting  and  reltraining  with  the  other  the  Immo¬ 
ral  and  Abandoned ;  dillributing  to  the  Necellitous 
the  Comforts  of  Life,  lecuring  to  the  Wealthy  their 
Properties  in  it,  by  fubduing  the  Froward  to  the 
Duties  of  it. 
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Let  the  Proud,  the  Cruel,  the  Ambitious  Heroes 
of  other  Ages  aggrandize  their  Fame  by  the  Vio¬ 
lence  of  their  Power ;  meafure  their  Glory  by  the 
Extent  of  their  Conquefts ;  raife  their  Trophies  from 
the  Spoils  of  the  Orphan ;  join  their  Pams-  with 
the  Cries  of  the  Widow,  and  write  their  Annals 
with  the  Blood  of  the  Slaughtered. 

Be  it  Thy  Praife,  O  Edward!  that  the  Prefervation 
of  thy  People,  was .  the  Rule  of  thy  Power ;  that 
the  Scepter  of  thy  Kingdom  was  a  right  Scepter  5  that 
thy  Throne  was  eftablilhed  in  Juft  ice,  and  the 
Crown  of  Righteoulnefs  thy  Diadem.  Thy  Accla¬ 
mations  fliall  be  Thankfgivings,  the  Profperity  of 
Orphans  thy  Trophies,  and  the  Widow’sjoy  thy  Glory. 

r  *  ".  .. 

Pity  would  it  be,  flrould  this  unparallelled  Example 
of  Royal  Bounty  fail  of  its  Influence,  in  not  warming 
and  animating  our  Hearts  with  a  like  Difpofition  of 
Mercy  and  Benevolence  •,  that  it  ilrould  be  accom¬ 
panied  only  with  the  pompous  Form  and  ceremo¬ 
nious  Pageantry  of  a  cold,  unaffe&ing  and  barren 
Commemoration !  We  are  apt  enough  to  kindle 
into  a  falle  and  mifguided  Ambition  of  imitating 
the  A&ions  of  Courts  and  Princes  in  the  dangerous 
Cuftoms  of  Luxury  and  Extravagance :  And  ftiall 
this  commendable  and  truly  Chrijlian  Generality, 

which  comes  down  to  us  recommended  from  Roy- 

alty 
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alty  itfelf  alone  efcape  our  ufual  Homage  of  Imita¬ 
tion  ?  Charity,  as  it  is  the  Badge  and  CharacSeri- 
ftick  of  our  Profeffion,  fo  is  it  the  Seal  and  AflTu- 
rance  of  our  Redemption.  Faith,  indeed,  opens 
Heaven  to  our  Eyes,  and  Hope  quickens  and  iiv* 
(pirits  our  Endeavours  in  our  Pilgrimage  towards 
it ;  but  Charity  alone  can  give  us  the  Pofleflion 
of  it. 

This  Vertue,  therefore,  fo  comprehenfive  of  all 
others,  and  difFufive  of  itfelf,  our  Saviour,  not  long 
before  his  Death,  enjoined  his  Difciples,  as  his  moft 
favourite  and  beloved  Command ;  breathes  upon 
them  as  the  mod  valuable  Enjoyment,  and  be¬ 
queathes  it  to  them,  as  his  mod  ineftimable  Legacy. 
A  New  Commandment,  fays  he,  I  give  unto  you,  that 
you  love  one  another  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  al- 
fo  love  one  another. 

Now  as  Chrijl  died  for  your  Sakes,  finely  ye 
ought  to  let  others  live  by  you  for  his  Sake.  If 
he  hath  given  you  to  enjoy  plenteoufly,  ought  ye 
not  to  receive  others  into  fome  Share  of  the  fame 
Joy,  and  not  to  think  that  to  do  others  Good,  is 
to  do  yourfelves  Hurt  ?  If  freely  he  hath  given  you, 
ye  ought  likewife  to  be  free  in  giving.  If  you  reap 
largely  from  the  Abundance  of  your  Father,  ought 
ye  not  to  fow  to  the  Neceffities  of  the  Brethren  ?  If 
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to  you  is  meafured  out  full  Meafure ,  preffed  down  and 
running  over ;  how  can  you  with-hold  of  your  Plen¬ 
ty,  when  by  fo  doing  you  turn  that  Plenty  of  Hea¬ 
ven  into  a  Scarcity  here  upon  Earth  >  If  therefore 
Gratitude  hath  any  Right  to  your  Benevolence,  or 
Duty  any  Power  over  it,  the  Love  of  our  Saviour, 
full  of  Mercy,  befpeaks  it;  the  Authority  of  our 
Saviour,  full  of  Power,  commands  it. 

But  moreover,  not  only  the  Gofpel  enjoins  it  as 
pur  Duty,  but  Nature  engages  us  to  it  as  our  In¬ 
clination  ;  for  by  the  fympathizing  Uneafinels  and 
Anxiety  we  feel  from  the  Sorrows  of  the  Afflicted 
and  Dilfrelled,  and  from  the  inward  Satisfaction 
and  Complacency  we  receive  from  our  adminiftring 
to  their  Comforts  and  Relief,  I  dare  appeal  to  the 
Hearts  and  Confidences  of  all  of  you  here,  whether 
upon  your  Charitable  Alfiftance  to  your  miferable 
Neighbours,  you  have  not  mourned  when  they  have 
mourned,  and  whether  their  Song  of  Thankigiving 
has  not  made  Melody  in  your  Hearts  to  the  Lord. 
Such  Beneficence  is  as  the  Waterings  of  your  Gar¬ 
dens,  whole  refrelhing  Showers,  though  drawn  from 
your  own  Cifterns,  flow  in  upon  you  again  in  an 
Abundance  both  for  your  Profit  and  Delight.. 

\  >  •  v  V  »  i  «  v  '  <4.  *  ^  ^  w  »  !  -  - 

And  can  there  be  Motives  more  prelfing  of  your 
Bounty,  than  luch  Objecfs  which  the  different  Foun¬ 
dations  here  alfembled,  recommend  >  Are  they  delli- 
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trite  of  the  Treafures  of  this  World?  Embrace  the 
Opportunity  of  laying  up  for  yourfelves  Treafures  iri 
Heaven,  and  making  yourfelves  Rich  towards  God. 
Are  they  a  fill  died  with  the  Miferies  of  this  Life? 
Soften  by  your  ready  Afliftances  their  Griefs,  that 
by  thus  [owing  in  their  Tears ,  ye  may  reap  in  Joy. 
Are  they  naked  ?  As  your  Mercies  are  their  Cloath- 
ing>  fo  ihail  they  be  as  Robes  of  Righteoufnefs  to 
yourfelves?  Are  they  Hungry?  Your  Nourifhmenc 
to  them  {hall  be  Strength  to  your  Navel,  and  Alar- 
row  to  your  Bones.  Are  they  Thirfty  ?  Your  Chart? 
table  Draughts  lira  1 1  come  into  your  own  Bowels  like 
Water,  and  as  the  Streams  of  a  living  Fountain  fpring- 
ing  up  into  your  Souls.  The  BlejJlng  of  thofe  who  are 
ready  to  perijh  Jh all  come  upon  you  ;  and  you  Jh all  caufe 
the  Widow s  Heart  to  fing  for  Joy.  When  the  Ear 
hears  you ,  it  Jhall  hlefs  you  \  and  when  the  Eye  fees 
you,  it  Jhall  give  Witnefs  unto  you  j  hecaufe  you  have 
delivered  the  Poor  that  cried,  and  the  Father lefs  and. ■ 
them  who  had  none  to  help. 

The  bell,  the  truefl  Honours  we  can  pay  to  thefe 
Inftitutions,  is  our  ready  Concurrence  with  their 
Defigns ;  and  the  flncereffc  Thanks  we  can  return  to 
their  f  ounders,  is  the  Enrolment  of  ourfelves  as  Be- 
nefadlors.  The  Ground  work  of  thefe  Charities  was 
firft  laid  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Reformation ;  and 
may  the  Superftrudture  increafe  with  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Proteflantifm ;  then  may  the  Church  of 
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“England,  and  her  Royal  Son,  take  up  her  Parable 
with  the  Royal  Pfalmijl,  (though  on  another  Occa- 
fton)  and  lay,  I  have  brought  a  Vine  out  of  Egypt; 

I  have  cajl  out  the  Heathen ,  and  planted  it.  I  made 
room  for  it ;  and  when  it  had  taken  Root,  it  filed  the 
Land.  The  Hills  were  covered  with  the  Shadow  of 
it ;  and  the  Boughs  thereof  were  like  the  goodly  Cedar- 
Trees:  She  fr etched  out  her  Branches  to  the  Sea,  and 
her  Boughs  unto  the  River. 

- feris  fa&ura  nepotibus  umbram. 

Perhaps  I  may  have  been  too  bold  in  urging 
an  Encouragement  to  thefe  Undertakings,  which 
they  moll  undoubtedly  meet  with,  fince  the  Ma¬ 
nagement  and  Direction  of  them  are  entrulled  with 
the  moll  difinterelled,  the  moll  judicious,  and  moll 
opulent  Members  of  this  City  :  May  their  Care  and 
Vigilance  meet  with  the  Blellings  of  God,  and  the 
grateful  Acknowledgment  of  Men  !  May  neither  they 
nor  their  Pollerity  ever  be  reduced  to  the  Want  of  thele 
Bounties,  but  ever  enabled  and  willing  to  advance 
them  !  And  may  all  fuch-hke  Pious  and  Charitable 
Conltitutions  be  ever  productive  of  that  End, for  which 
they  are  chiefly  intended,  of  giving  Glory  to  God, 
eftabliiliing  Peace  upon  Earth,  and  Good-Will  to¬ 
wards  Men.  Which  God  of  his  infinite  Mercy 
grant,  &c.  f; 
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